[Expiratory blockage of a Monnal S respirator caused by rupture of the capsule of a pneumatic Bennett valve].
In the recovery room, a ventilated patient suddenly developed bradycardia and severe cardiovascular collapse due to increased airway pressure. The cause of this life-threatening complication was continuous occlusion of the expiratory valve by a ruptured diaphragm in a Bennett's valve. When the rupture is located within the circular contact area with the expiratory port, the valve occludes normally during insufflation. On expiration, the expiratory gas under pressure penetrates the ruptured capsule, maintaining the valve occluded. A small part of the expired gas escapes through the small-bore connecting tube of the diaphragm.